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It is a time when the world is frequently 
ravaged by huge natural disasters.' * 


A time when members of the general 
public in technologically-advanced 
nations begin to acquire cyborgs 
and autonomous robots. 


In this era, as larger nations engage in cutthroat 
competition for technology and resources, 
the gulf between the rich and poor widens. 
The future looks increasingly grim for the poor. 


It is a time of transition, as people wander 
j ^unconscious pursuit of indulgence... 

/ and there is no end in sight. 
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MEETS 

GIRL. 

WW? 



And in this 
time... 
















Epiine thevs 



























































































iPiiiin 


. 




THERE/ 
IT'S COMING 
INTO VIEW 
NOW/ 

LET'S TAKE 
A LOOK AT 

THE 

ISLAND OF 
CENANCLE, 

FOLKS/ 


CENANCLE IS 
A THRILLING 
LOCATION, 
SHOWCASING 
THE LATEST IN 
ENGINEERED 
CITY DESIGN- 
COMPLETE WITH 
A SUPER- 
LUXURIOUS 
RESORT AREA/ 
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XT'S CURRENTLY 
THE MOST 

PRESTIGIOUS ISLAND 
IN THE WORLD, AS 
THE BEST-KNOWN 
COMPANIES AND 
BRANDS FLOCK TO 
IT. RUMOR HAS IT 
THAT BOTH SUPER¬ 
MODEL KANTINA AND 
FILM STAR TANASIS 
PAKSHINU ARE ON 
THE WAITING LIST 
v FOR SUMMER / 
^ HOMES/ j-i 


AND HERE 
TO ACT AS 
YOUR GUIDE TO 
CENANCLE'S 
COUNTLESS 
CHARMS IS YOUR 
DOWN-TO-EARTH, 
IDOL-IN-THE- 
MAKING VARIETY 
REPORTER... 


ISLAND OF CENANCLE 







































































































































































































































HMM. 





NO SURPRISE 
THAT THERE'S 
AT LEAST ONE 
PERVONA 
SHIP FULL OF 
STINKING- 
RICH PEOPLE. 


PROGRAMMING 
ONE THAT 
LOOKS LIKE 
THAT TO BE 
REALLY INTO 
RETRO 
GAMES...? 




























































































ARB YOU 
TALKING 

to m? 
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I'M UZAl 
P0JL AW. 
I RUN 
a little 
BUSINESS 

ou 

CBUAUCLB. 




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































THB 

BPIMBTHBUS 
WILL ARRIVB 
AT POCK 2 
OF THB VULCAN 
PORT OF 
CBNANCLB IN 
F/VB 

MINUTBS, 

RIGHT ON 
SCHBPULB. 
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60 YOU 
ACTIVATE? 

3UER, 

HUH? 


ANV IT 
WENT 
OUT OF 
CONTROL 


YOU... 

you 

KNEW IT 

WOULP?! 


THANKS 
TO YOU, 
OUR 
UNPER- 
GROUNP 
FACILITY'S 
IN 

RUINSf 


THE 

ORGANI¬ 

ZATION'S 

PESTROYEP! 


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































I'M 

TEMPORARILY 
AUTHORIZING 
NANAKOROBI 
NENE TO 
U5E THE 
PANPORA 










































































HANG- 
ON A 
MIN--/ 


OPEN 

THE 

PANPORA 

PEVICE. 


pbbp 

INSIPB 

MB... 

APLACBI 

CAN'T 

TOUCH... 


j ELPIS 
P SERIES: 
^ AP- 
4 VANCEP 


SMALL 

ARMS. 


PIGHT... 

NBXT 

TO 

THAT- 





















SOMETHING 

IS... 


ENTERING 

ME...! 
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IT'S 

HAPPEN¬ 

ING 

AGAIN. 


I 


IF I 
TAKE My 
TIME... 
ANP 
FOCUS... 


KNOW.. 


3 WHAT 























































































































































































'Will: 
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YOU 
KNOW 
WHAT 
TO VO, 
RIOHT? 






























































































































































































ITS... 

COMING 

IN 

AGAIN... 


HUH? 


r irsA'm 

b UTTLB - 
: OIFFFRFNT 3 
> THAN 
^ BEFORE..,M 
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WHAT 
WE'RE 
SEEING 
HERE 
ISN'T 
THE 
WHOLE 
TRUTH 
OF THE 
SITUATION/ 


THAT'S 
SUCH 
A SAP 
THINO 
TO SAY 
THAT I 
HAP TO 
SAY IT 
TWICE/ 


GRAVITY 

SHOULP 

PROP 

PEAP/ 

STUPIP 

NEWTON/ 


THAT'S RIOHT/ 

rrs ME, THE 

SUPER'HUOE WOl 
H/PERMEPIA 
CREATOR/ 

THE PRIPE ANP 
JOY OF TITAN TV, 
THE SUPREME, 
ULTIMATE TV 
STATION THAT 
OUTSHINES 
THEM ALL... 


THERE'S A 
CONSPIRACY 
HIPPEN PEEP 
IN THE 
SHAPOWS 
HERE, ANP 
YOUR INTREPIP 
REPORTER IS 
ON THE SCENE, 
BRINOINO YOU 
THE TRUTH/ 
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IT'S 

CAllBV 

"BUBR." 





















































































































































































HELP 

WITH 

CLARION. 
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































SiUNce 


HUH? 




T^WPORARy 

R&TR&AT/ 








































W,A/7a/, 
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OUR 

CURRENT 

STATUS 

RE: 

SUER. 


WE ARE PRESENTLY 
LOCATED IN THE 
SUPPORT ROOM 
IN THE BASE OF 
THE REMAINS OF 
UNDERGROUND PIT 
Oil IN THE GAIEN 
WARD OF VULCAN 
CITY, APPROXIMATELY 
350 METERS 
BENEATH GROUND. 






BUER'S 
CURRENT 
COOL-POWN 
TIME AFTER 
PISCHAR0IN0 
THE PARTICLE 
CUN 15 JUST 
OVER 180 
SECONDS. 


C00LIN0 
EFFICIENCY 15 
PECREASINC, 
50 THIS 
PERIOP 
CROWS A 
FEW SECONPS 
LONCER 
EACH TIME. 


CLARION, 

YOUR 

EXPLANATION'S 
TOO RICIP. 


WE'LL 

OPERATE 

UNPER 

THE 

ASSUMP- 

noN" 




\MMM. 



















THE 

STRATEGY 
PEPENPS ON 
OETTINO 
SUER INTO A 
COOL-POWN 
STATE. 


SO 

CUTE/ 


TP THAT END, 
WE APPLY 
PRESSURE TP 
THE TARPET 
WITH HEAVY 
ARTILLERY 
UNTIL IT FIRES. 


WHICH 

MEANS... 

WHAT? 
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IT PROTECTS 
ITS SECRETS 
BY HAVING ITS 
DEFENSE MECH¬ 
ANISMS EIRE 
INPISCRIMINATELY 
AT ANYONE 
APPROACHING 
WITHIN A FIXER 
PISTANCE. 


PURING 
THE BRIEF 
PERIOP WHEN 
SUER IS IN 
EMERGENCY 
COOL-POWN 
MOPE... 


TO VO SOMETHING 
ABOUT THIS MESS, 
YOU NEEP TO SLIP 
THROUGH THOSE 
PEFENSES, GET 
CLOSE, BRING UP 
THE AAAIN CONSOLE, 
ANP USE THIS 


THAT'S 

BETTER THAN 
HAVING IT 
RAMPAGING, 
BUT rrs STILL 
UNTOUCHABLE. 


OFFICIAL KEY. 


ONCE THE 
CENTRAL 
NERVOUS UNIT 
RECOGNIZES THE 
KEY, SUER WILL 
RETURN TO A 
CONTROLLABLE 
STATE. 


BE 

CAREFUL, 

OKAY? 
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SS^m 


NOT 

► EQUIPMENT 
A NORMAL 
ilHUA/WN: 
Sf^COULP 

lL;gvgg 

»OF^r<2)- 

rmis£. 


































youR 

ROLE, 

NENE- 






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































NZNZ- 

mm 


31 SECONDS 
REMAINING. 









■ ■ TQ BE CQIMTIRMLIED 














































TO fcfc GOMTIMOfcP.. 















































































Island Concept Art 

The crescent shape of the whole island is a crater from the 
initial eruption. Some areas have turned to jungle over time. 
The smaller surrounding craters were formed in later, smaller 
eruptions, so there’s minimal vegetation. The overall terrain 
indicates that the foundation formed by flowing lava has been 
corroded and worn away. There are many sandy beaches on 
the island, and almost no coral. Many crabs and types of fish 
can be caught here. There’s no large airport. Seaplanes, 
airships, and helicopters all allow views of the entire island. 


INITIAL DESIGN NOTES 




There was an eruption 
here relatively recently, 
and this is a region with 
almost no people and 
little vegetation. 


gate 


r 



Buer Concept 


The mecha Buer didn’t have a concrete design specified other 
than “huge, tough, unparalleled destructive power.” Considering 
its strength, my first ideas were concepts like those below. 





Greetings! 


This series was originally conceived of in July 2008 at the request of 
an animation studio. The plan has been slumbering away since 
then, after it was put on hold for a variety of reasons. It incorporates 
a number of elements submitted by the animation studio, such as 
the protagonist being an amateur/untrained girl with problems (LOL) 
and the villain being easy to spot. It may also include some things 
which some people might feel aren’t particularly in the style of 
Shirow Masamune. For that, I beg your pardon. 

Now we have the chance to release this story with Newtype Ace 
magazine, and I have to express my deep gratitude to our editor, 
Rikudou-shi, and everyone else involved in this project. 

The reason I didn’t turn this into manga myself is that, to begin with, 
my art style is old. I knew it’d end up being reminiscent of Ghost in 
the Shetland other existing works. I also knew that the resulting 
work would be more sluggish than planned, because I have the 
tendency to not make things cheerful and fun, and on top of that, to 
argue for the sake of argument (which is annoying). It definitely does 
not mean that I haven’t been taking this project seriously. (LOL) 

Basically, I presented the character designs for the rough story flow 
and pacing to Rikudou-shi, and then gave him a lot of freedom to 
move forward. Maybe I’ll get the chance to show the character and 
mecha designs I created in 2008 once the series is over and I can 
compile the drawings into an art book or something. (I might not, 
though.) 

Thanks to Rikudou-shi, this idea of mine has become an even better 
manga, and I sincerely hope it makes someone, somewhere, feel 
that reading it was time well spent. 

January 23, 2013 
Shirow Masamune 




□1 STUFF 

f 1 Shirow Masamune (in cooperation with Crossroad) 
9 Rikudou Koushi 


I Masahito Watari 
Rin Hitotose 
Rikudou Koushi 



Takepon G 
Unamu Kibayashida 

Koichiro Ochiai (Kadokawa Shoten) 
Noriyuki Jinguji (Zin Studio) 

Special thanks to Seishinsha Co., Ltd. 


IJJJ.lJ.IJJ.lJ.l)) 




SEVEN SEAS ENTERTAINMENT PRESENTS 


PANDDRA IN THE 

CRIMSON SHELL 

DHD5T URN vnl.DI 

story by SHIROW MASAMUNE / art by RIKUDOU KOUSHI 


ADAPTATION 

Ysabet Reinhardt MacFarlane 

LETTERING 

Roland Amago 

LAYOUT 

Bambi Eloriaga-Amago 

COVER DESIGN 

Nicky Lim 

PROOFREADER 

Shanti Whitesides 

ASSISTANT EDTIOR 

Lissa Pattillo 

MANAGING EDITOR 

Adam Arnold 

PUBLISHER 

Jason DeAngelis 


KOUKAKU NO PANDORA volume 1 
©Koushi RIKUDOU 2013 
© Shirow Masamune 2013 
Edited by KADOKAWASHOTEN. 

First published in Japan in 2013 by KADOKAWA CORPORATION, Tokyo. 
English translation rights arranged with KADOKAWA CORPORATION, Tokyo, 
through TOHAN CORPORATION, Tokyo. 

No portion of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form without 
written permission from the copyright holders. This is a work of fiction. Names, 
characters, places, and incidents are the products of the author's imagination 
or are used fictitiously. Any resemblance to actual events, locals, or persons, 
living or dead, is entirely coincidental. 

Seven Seas books may be purchased in bulk for educational, business, or 
promotional use. For information on bulk purchases, please contact Macmillan 
Corporate & Premium Sales Department at 1-800-221-7945 (ext 5442) 
or write specialmarkets@macmillan.com. 

Seven Seas and the Seven Seas logo are trademarks of 
Seven Seas Entertainment, LLC. All rights reserved. 


FOLLOW US ONLINE: www.gomanga.com 

lr 


READING DIRECTIONS 

This book reads from right to left , Japanese style. 
i If this is your first time reading manga, you start 
reading from the top right panel on each page and 
take it from there. If you get lost, just follow the 
\ numbered diagram here. It may seem backwards at - 
first, but you'll get the hang of it! Have fun!! 


This book reads from right to left, Japanese style. 
If this is your first time reading manga, you start 
reading from the top right panel on each page and 


first, but you'll get the hang of it! Have fun 
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An exciting new cyberpunk series 
From two manga legends: 5hirnw Masamune, 
the creator oF Ghost in the Shell ' and 
Rikudnu Koushi, the creator oF Excel Saga! 

When Nanakorobi Nene, a cybernetically-enhanced girl-next-door, heads 
to the island metropolis of Cenancle to live with her aunt, she has no way 
of knowing what’s in store for her. A chance meeting intertwines her fate 
with that of the super-rich inventor, Uzal Delilah, and her adorable and 
grumpy companion, Clarion, who happens to be a cyborg just like Nene. 

Nene is thrilled to make a friend, but there’s more to Uzal and Clarion—and 
the island of Cenancle itself—than meets the eye. When a super-powered 
terrorist threatens Cenancle, Uzal claims that the only way to avert disaster 
is for Nene to team up with Clarion and use their combined powers— 
abilities Nene never even knew she had! 

Two cyborg girls... One tremendous power! 


I 


i ill a 

I Rated: TEEN I 


Seven Seas Entertainment, LLC. 
www.gomanga.com 
Distributed by Macmillan 













